The Telegraph A 2

Q News Irancrisis Sport Business Money Travel Tools Opinion Ukraine |

Lynx charity sues Government over decision that ‘could wipe out
hedgehogs’
Campaigners say wildcats needed to limit deer that are devastating woodlands
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The Lynx UK Trust claims that without enough of the predators in the wild to maintain a ‘healthy ecosystem’, hedgehogs will be
atrisk Credit: Phillip Horwood/PA Wire
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A charity campaigning to bring back lynx to the wild is suing the Government,
claiming its failure to take the scheme seriously could wipe out hedgehogs and
birds.
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The Lynx UK Trust has launched proceedings against Emma Reynolds, the
Environment Secretary, and Natural England calling for a judicial review into
the decision to not consider a licence for the release of Eurasian lynx.

The charity argues that releasing an apex predator into the wild is the only way
to control the soaring numbers of deer which are devastating woodlands and
destroying habitats for hedgehogs and other ground-nesting species.
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Dr Paul Donoghue, chief scientific adviser for the Lynx UK Trust, said: “UK
conservation and government bodies are so paralysed by fear that all they do is
watch species go extinct. It’s like ‘Carry on Conservation’. If it wasn’t so serious
it would be funny.

“We need lynx immediately and without them all we are going to see is the
continuous decline, and probably extinction, of a number of species which are
much loved by the general public.

“Hedgehogs are in massive decline because the deer now eat everything on
the ground. We should be wading through saplings in the woods but there
aren’t any. Show me a seven-year-old oak tree sapling. You can’t.

“If lynx don’t come back, you cannot have a healthy functioning ecosystem.
Even things like thrushes, robins, blackbirds, black caps, all require cover and
that cover no longer exists.”
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Too many deer cause the excessive consumption of young trees, shrubs, and plants leading to reduced ground
over in woods

Animals like hedgehogs, ground-nesting birds and insects need cover to nest and shelter and cannot survive in
denuded areas
. Lynx would hunt deer, keeping numbers down and allowing woodlands to recover and restore lost habitats for

The Eurasian lynx was once native to the British Isles but the last animal in the
country was hunted to extinction for its fur around 700AD.

Lynx are currently listed on the Dangerous Wild Animals Act 1976, which
means they cannot be released unless in a secure enclosure.

But the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 makes provision for rewilding
animals and several species, such as beavers, red Kits and white-tailed eagles
have been brought back.
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The trust was hoping eventually to rewild the animals in Kielder,
Northumberland, but the Government has said that the predators present
“significant challenges” and there is no evidence to support the release.

Farmers and landowners also fear the wildcats will attack livestock, game and
walkers.

In argument, the trust says lynx are vital for controlling deer whose numbers
have swollen to more than two million, the highest level in 1,000 years.

Unchecked, the animals strip woodlands of their “understory” - the vital layer
of vegetation beneath the main tree canopy, consisting of shrubs, young trees,
herbs, ferns, mosses and fungi, which supports wildlife with food, shelter, and
breeding grounds.

RECOMMENDED
Patrick Galbraith: There is nothing natural about rewilding

Read more-

Last year, Tony Juniper, the head of Natural England said he would be
“delighted” if lynx were released into the wild and “should be looked at”.

But Dr Donoghue said he got “radio silence” when trying to bring up the
matter with Mr Juniper.

“We haven’t got the time to sit back and wait when almost every species in
decline and lynx would breathe life into these forests” he added.

“We are in a biodiversity crisis. And the time for action is now. We will take it
to the Supreme Court if necessary.”


https://trace-eu.mediago.io/ju/ic?tn=b9f6c6810e2148000cc17f9e98410921&trackingid=be10c24b1a5ae47ba3a31fe44d239b11&acid=28533&data=22EYtPa1uLtq10xsYcDHEw19OZ7aGnZ8W5H5ztSZxpnx2tkTrTUfkKQtSZ_D4KP2G-_Ut-AD44_lAVEnfNwkfNH6PD8p01yq-rzNF-vb7HHhIR7E14XYG4sVuDKc7mIoHvsfbgAdlZD0cMIlngf0rvg5RenGOmFc95bwwfrLl_y2IN3wX5C3TGzn94YClm2qX6IPKCp1Lmh5I01lONjVFIDyVyoBbbXat7r7I6S1xqTI7V9x5SUEw4c9BFGT6q171AnR66sc4clxrcwo1mCP865puEA90uirV91ei00UAqEEYadUvgjqiB28O1f6cDBc8JMlh_kVexE2rbJWsB-m4jIzm47LMT7waOtflVN_3Mxf7SEJ86Agv7cRN5HjVIofJOP5O152oST2cUgL8lj4utBqUTvm61r_bgZAb_hi8SiIrTLZJORw-GYM_LtSkoixJ0-4YA-0VQScuMYDDqd43rKPyIrbjrlau5K4pYKI0SBdNoxHeajqkJib3TGkfmCqCTxs3Y6PIKciBkwTmafaDSPVQBEYU-EXjVJpCnW-EPWPkLGHkTZtDaP8TP2uCPoiBd1VlKbwbCKHoif9f3ZSOqBdBUjtcvG7LCJtJnfv2Gk6XbnkZbD1Hsd2FlzxIUKAPrOVCEubpVj3H_7w8ImEOOSMTFS86NRFRMAsNZY1rnGnnoSNKoKtSHdpjc6g1rIdBLz76UE0gittMVO24UFoZnYFGrl6hy1Ezzwk8TH7zeLaGsN8pLFdAW2L6VHeSXS9RJklHf43kFuSPxGn-b8NVhCJBGNxRwTrZXGvfXo5qJgckCVNd6pzzD1Z8YhsVPstv-5CCyjUQ6UnGGMOI4eojSyiVknFWeWN1K-oPAso46G6DUHjREfJ0f-a6N9mHDTVPkC-oJeXocmgPTWGUpdvVu6DXjXq8xcmnqyczRcTwUrmBc-pVGEc5qGfa42nO3qSKyqd0MQ4VECrJ3HUAhKf2yq4qH3Nw26Nn6k4-52m_4i_0K-G9muM9uj-1RdCld-0vZ0uPNntKNEv85K-2QpsoprQhShB1sNaHTHqUO7a0ktFMbt8yGsHkizyPATj3T4Qxx_w7N41MZMsqiDMQxNyE3TBw0c3950RmjSDWB3Xg-mQELg2_md3UxniZ98QWpUALoNyGsoSdF0afHizKHrca8-vZsRT3GHYIwJHPsnmb_bUEgwbQG6XN9SOyliwakVPI8H6kSKJ7vIfDyDu2jEBE_Pj2F1HrA3-IJCcRSxWhbYUxxXlcDMQo4-rCdOo2cd2o_eUgVYhUpyNDkl3-R2gk-jreP26zPTasOGQ0ehUqrlS9zF0Q6CZazUrGCuEB8WgZJ4WYMlwTjwrd491xHyTfiZiIrgFYP4jx2XxFnLASZvh_jSrJTPNi4hQ6coaHhGAAHjSuWo9rbHu9wfgx5JDrdYD8v9CRw7r8nlyIP9vX-of5_zu6eU4c9j4sqnrMR8Vd8o3eUgNkSWivuNDchtA9NxmR5MADbZnbWiqUWYOAAgxxn3WWyzTUTH4P0hxlpaxDf-3q8c8-545NRrdpC_f6mqBR4wlP09iyzW4u7_vXqv4usyU9N6n_191RV3NsX_jeVFcvonDxticF_JmlCJGbfJkyLxuQiDc0N95z91dY0FCkUDb9r-br6wOyxcaKCJUsbXXe8YY6RACu4ZL60ENeLukcrvXXh8oiBrHJ63l6Rmmf_Wg0MiUKlHVJp56BLhgypmXdoMFEOst7_EfaCEtLAfnzbOOO3sP_wWosBJf060xoRVvPlHKf-4QmW7F_dk54AQ2Rv8R2n98jRdo3VfpGkHTTh2klvMc38NBBSltJ5S6qiCzLV4Ilk7cyFyYWb-FKwFqO56aOa4rhVDjdr3jUS0jS8yofBjTGBUKzXmjGEzBqcb4d76uP9QwBXVZe90fItwBBy3lvk7VbSPkYdK5HKedR8niHMWk8TlWZxH7F2lnEXhqfTtQRH2tE97coU-9dy_NiH7sWGiRbzV7tAUmjYmhg34RkTb5CYR1CRbBfXR2AIb9pbJKWxhMLLQM-0McxQQpx3UOJKyhBvdlHPg7yDBfKNXusRq4C6h6mfwCbZ3I6mQc2iSSPLSacvmnYVqsfHTMNQnPLGtvt2eYckYvia0ciUjiqgUhRbPSJyLKoV6JZTvSa0pLncdkyB8DHHmcGiCqxCyyWo6-avfV2-zKYw&uid=mid_c91909f8942f641813aa19d7e0d6ed68&mguid=&ap={AUCTION_PRICE}&tid=72&gprice=9ctcTn6JYpCu_hHtz-HeHzPTSYqDqbqPWTOasBzD8vs&campaignid=4740418&c_sync=0
https://cdn.mediago.io/js/officialWebsite/privacy.html
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2025/08/19/there-is-nothing-natural-about-rewilding/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2025/08/19/there-is-nothing-natural-about-rewilding/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2025/08/19/there-is-nothing-natural-about-rewilding/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2025/08/19/there-is-nothing-natural-about-rewilding/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2025/06/30/release-lynx-into-wild-says-natural-england-chief/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2025/06/30/release-lynx-into-wild-says-natural-england-chief/

The application for judicial review has been accepted by the High Court and
Natural England and Defra have until the end of January to respond.

How deer are putting hedgehogs at risk

There are six species of deer in Britain, which include the native red deer and roe
deer as well as imported species, fallow, muntjac, sika and Chinese water deer.

Traditionally deer would have had natural predators such as lynx wolves and bears
but they are now extinct and the animals became a protected species in 1963,
allowing their numbers to soar to two million.

Deer damage forest habitats by eating critical seedlings, shrubs, and wildflowers,
which prevents forest regeneration and reduces plant diversity, creating open,
“park-like” areas dominated by invasive plants or ferns.

This loss of vegetation and ground cover removes food and shelter for animals like
hedgehogs or birds like nightingales or blackbirds which nest close to the ground.

Deer can also damage or Kill young trees by damaging bark and lower branches.
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